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I am happy to join this celebration of your new home in Bricker Hall. In my 33 years at The Ohio State University, I had offices in Hagerty Hall from 1970-1984, Arps Hall from 1984-1992 and Bricker Hall from 1992-2003. David Richardson, an international trade economist from the University of Wisconsin, gave a seminar in 1981 and later told me that Hagerty was the darkest and most depressing economics home he ever visited.  This renovated Bricker Hall is the best home you have ever had and Hagerty was the worst.
Bricker Hall was built in 1925 and originally designated as the University Administration Building, housing the president’s office and other faculty spaces. In 1983, the building was named to honor John W. Bricker, a 1916 law school graduate, who later served as Ohio’s governor and a U.S. Senator. One question worth exploring is how did economics get here?
The first economics course taught at The Ohio State University dates to 1875, when Political Economy and Civil Polity was taught in room 211 of University Hall.  Frederick C. Clark became the first professionally trained economist to be appointed to the faculty and with that appointment, a department of economics was created in effect, as part of the combined department of economics and sociology in 1898. Incidentally, University President William Oxley Thompson taught Public Finance and Taxation and Financial History of the United States in 1906/07. 
Economics was first housed in the basement of Page Hall, built in 1903. The College of Commerce was created in 1916 and the current economics department, with 11 faculty plus assistants, was created in 1921/22, within the College of Commerce and Journalism. The department moved into the College of Commerce Building, now Hagerty Hall, when Hagerty opened in 1924.
James E. Hagerty was appointed assistant professor of economics and sociology in 1901. Sadly, Professor Clark died in 1903, at which time Professor Hagerty was promoted to professor and made chair, serving until 1921.  
In 1927, Journalism became a separate school. In 1968, Journalism moved to the College of Arts and Sciences. At the same time, the College of Commerce and Administration emerged. Paul Craig, economics chair from 1963-68, became the first Dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences in 1968, when the College of Arts and Sciences was broken up into the 5 colleges of Arts, Biological Sciences, Humanities, Math and Physical Sciences, and Social and Behavioral Sciences. The College of Arts and Sciences was reunified in 2010, a process I initiated as provost in 2000. The College of Business Administration was renamed Max M. Fisher College of Business in 1993 and moved to its current location in 1998.    
In 1984, Townsend Hall was renovated for the department of psychology, and economics moved into Arps Hall, built in 1926. At the urging of a half dozen faculty in economics, with joint appointments in business, I asked Dean Justin Davidson if Business Administration had any interest in adding economics as part of that college. His college-wide vote showed 80% of the faculty there had no interest in adding economics. Only the finance department supported adding economics.
After World War II, contemporary economics emerged. Ohio State made the transition in the 1960s and 1970s. Early in my time at OSU, I was told that in the 1950s, George Stigler, an Economics Nobel-laureate at the University of Chicago, had declared that the Economics Department at Ohio State University was the worst big economics department in the country.
Karl Brunner, a leader in the monetarist movement, joined the OSU faculty in 1966 and became the first Reese Chair holder in economics and finance. He launched the Journal of Money Credit and Banking in 1969. Herb Parnes and Clif Kelley were awarded a grant from the Department of Labor to establish the Center for Human Resource Research, CHRR, in 1965, which launched the National Longitudinal Surveys, NLS, in 1966. 
The department grew rapidly culminating in 1970, when I came to Ohio State, with Bennett Baack, Michael Darby, Tetsunori Koizumi, Donald Parsons, Lars Sandberg, and David Tarr, among others. To recruit so many faculty, Jon Cunningham, department chair at the time, made offers to about 10 faculty recruits and told them the jobs would go to the first ones who said yes. The new faculty crowded into Hagerty Hall. Ben Baack, Don Parsons and I shared the same office, Hagerty 254. Mike Darby and Tetsu Koizumi were next door in Hagerty 256.     
The transition did not always go smoothly. At our first department meeting in the fall of 1970, following the killing of six students at Kent State University by Ohio National Guard Troops in spring,1970, a senior faculty colleague recommended that all faculty should be armed with guns for self-protection and to handle any class disruptions. The motion failed, but not unanimously. His second motion, which also failed, was for faculty to use our influence to get serious students to beat up any troublemakers. 
Faculty relations had rough patches too. With some 15 junior faculty competing for promotion and tenure, faculty seminars could get lively with some senior assistant professors trying to embarrass younger colleagues in their field. Junior and senior colleagues also clashed at times. One assistant professor went to a senior colleague in his specialty field to express regret that the senior scholar could not attend his seminar the previous day. The senior colleague responded, “I did have a conflict but to be clear I would not have gone even if I had no conflict.” In 1976 we completed the changing of the guard with a leadership change instigated by recent senior and junior faculty hires and I became department chair at age 31. I was number 8 and Huanxing is number 14.*
The rest as they say is history.
Faculty and graduate student accomplishments over the last 50 years have been remarkable. In 2013, U.S. News and World Report ranked the department of economics 9th among public universities and 27th among all U.S. universities. A 2014 study by Tilburg University based on publications in leading journals ranked Ohio State 38th in the world, 22nd among all universities in the U.S. and 7th among public universities in the U.S. U.S. News and World Report recently ranked the graduate program at Ohio State 37th in the nation.
My answer to how economics at OSU got here is through talent, hard work, and extraordinary accomplishments over the last 60 years. This world class facility is a suitable home, given the department’s standing. I was honored to be here for much of that ride.

· The chairs of economics and their years of service are as follows: Frederick C. Clark, 1898-1903, James E. Hagerty, 1903-1921, Mathew Hammond, 1921-1923, Albert B. Wolfe, 1923-1940, Edison Bowers, 1941-1963, Paul Craig, 1963-1968, Jon Cunningham, 1968-1976, Edward J. Ray, 1976-1992, Masanori Hashimoto, 1992-2008, Donald Haurin, 2008-2012, David Blau, 2012-2017, Trevon Logan, 2017-2018, James Peck, 2018-2023, Huanxing Yang, 2023- .
